
The Candidates for Governor
On February 12, 2010, the South Carolina Hospital Association sponsored a debate for the candidates for 
Governor. This debate was very structured and centered on the issues outlined previously. Each candidate 
had one minute to respond to the question with a limited amount of time to offer additional comments if they 
chose to challenge the answer provided by another candidate. The entire debate can be viewed by visiting 
SCHA’s Web site www.scha.org. Five of the candidates participated in the debate. The three candidates 
that did not attend the debate were given the opportunity to respond in writing to the same questions posed 
during the debate. SCHA reviewed the debate and written responses and then translated the answers to a 
format that was used to produce a candidate scorecard.

Health Care Jobs
The health care industry is one of  the top three industries in South Carolina, yet funding for health care jobs lags the priority 
status given to other segments of  the economy. Although the nursing shortage often gets the most attention, all areas of  our 
manpower could be in short supply as life expectancy increases and more people retire to South Carolina. Our state has long 
supported training and education to offer a qualifi ed workforce to many industries. We must start to elect political leaders who 
recognize the signifi cant value that health care jobs contribute to not only the quality of  life of  our citizens but also to the state’s 
economic future.
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